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Heartland Hall of Fame

Inducts Six Rose Players at National Tournament

Ediforial and photos submitted by Ed Rose

ose Enterprises of Melbourne, Florida won the 80 Major Plus

Division of the Heartland Association National Tournament in

Chattanooga, Tennessee played August 10th through the 13th,
The Rose lzam also set another Heartland record by having six players induct-
ad into the Hall of Fame during opening ceremonies. Players inducted include
Jim Decker, Harold Jones, Dave Reed, Mike Gainer, Hugh White and Ed Rose,

Retired player Big John Emerson of Florida Crush Fame was also inducted.
Big John played with Ed Roze and Jim Decker during his playing days with The
Florida Crush and The Original Florida Crush. He was considered one of the
best defensive players of his era, Ed Rose, playerfcoach of the Rose team,
stated that it is hard to rate players
from different eras because the ath-
letes get bigger and stronger every
year. According to Rose, "When |
stared playing over 47 years ago they
didn't even have a league for older
players to the extent that exists today.
These players inducted are some of
the best players from Florida in their
era. Once you get fo our age (60 plus)
it now becomes not anly one of skill,
but how well did you keep your body in
shape. The luck card also comes into
play as these exceplional men were
“lucky” to not get hurt or have other
obstacles impede their play. The play-
ers fortunate enough to get inducted
into the Hall of Fame have sat them-
selves apart from others because they
have played at the highest levels of
sanior softball competition for many
years and have been willing to work
with others as a team.

Dave Reed, Mike Gainer and Ed
Rose have previously bean inducted into
the Mational Softball Hall of Fame (Rose
in 1998, Reed in 2007, and Gainer in
2009). Roger Wilt and Chip Cregar from
the Rose Team have also been inducted
into the Mational Softball Hall of Fame.

With 8 players in the Hall of Fame, Ed tells us, “People ask me, how can you
lose with that many standout players on your team? The answer is really sim-
ple - no matter what you hawe accomplished in life, if you don't keep performing
gl that level you are not likely to win. The teams we play against from other
states have just as many quality ball players, and in some cases, even maore.”
The Rose team has won the prestigious Tournament of Champions the |ast five
years since its inception.

Rose also points out, “Being the best in our age group is very similar to
being the best at the younger age groups. We are left with no one to play if the
other top 6 teams in the country don't attend the tournaments we go to, 50 we
end up playing the younger players, Our players love the challenge going
against younger but lass experienced teams. At 60 plus we never know when
we have played our last game, so we enjoy every one of them. To us it is all
about staying active in the sport that we love”

Harold Jones - Venice, Florida
Hareld started his senior career with the Florida Crush after a highly successful
career in softhall. Harold may be one of the fastest players in the game while
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still maintaining the speed he had as a younger man.
He has played on over 15 World Championship
teams and been selectad to 14 All World teams.
Harold has played senior ball on such national powear-
houses as Hollis Appraisals, the Sluggers, and the
Rose teams. Harold's major contribution to his teams
has been his ability to play in the outfield and run
down balls while maintaining a lifetime batting awer-
age of .700. A little man with big pop!

Ed Rose - Melbourne, Florida

Ed starled his senior carser with the Florida Orange
Crush and has since played with several Waorld
Championship teems throughout his career - Sawtre
frarm Dallas Texas, Faith Electric, the Florida Cruzh,
Raptor, Hollis Appraisals, and Rose Enterprizses.
During his 15 year career Ed has played on over 65
World Champlonship teams, managing maost of them,
and was selactad to over 25 All World Teams, while
winning several MYF awards, Home Run titles, and
over 15 manager awards. He was inductad into the
SPA Player Softball Hall of Fame in Dallas Texas in

Above: (L to R) John Emerson, Jim Decker, Mike Gainer,
Ed Rose, Dave Reed and Harold Jones

2009. Ed has played on World Championship teams
in 35, 40, 45, 50, 55 and 60 divisions, somatimes
winning titles in two or more age groups during some
year, Ed, also known as “Big Poppa Pump®, is known
for bringing strong teams from Florida as manager
and leading them onto the field with high energy
power hitting and solid defenss,

Hugh "“"Whitey' White - Miami, Florida
Hugh played with the Florida Crush team for six years
as a 50+ player. Ha has since played with Mational
Championship teams at the 50, 55, and 60 divisions
at the Major and Major + Level, He is currently play-
ing with the Rose Enterprizes team out of Melbourne,
Florida. Hugh has been a player on 18 National
Championship teams, He has been selected to 12 All
Tournament teams. Twice he has been named the
MWP and four times named as the Defensive MVP
Hugh is an all around player that is known for his
defense and high average hitting.






